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The examination will begin with the student providing a 5-10 minute overview of their current
research using the dry ink board (optional: up to 5 PowerPoint slides can be included). The
examination then follows a format in which each committee member is given up to 10 minutes to
ask any question they deem appropriate, without interruption by other committee members,
followed by 5 min open examination by all members of the committee as follow-up on the initial
topic. This format continues until each of the three exam committee members has had the
opportunity for two 10 minute periods in which to ask questions (i.e. twice around the table, for a
total of no more than 90 minutes (6 x 15 minutes). The first round of questioning will constitute the
defense of the written proposal, whereas the second round, may more broadly assess mastery of
scientific concepts and synthesis as laid out above. The student or any member of the committee
may call for a 5-10 minute break between rounds. The second round of ten-minute question
periods per committee member may be shortened at the discretion of each committee member.
Following the second round of questions, the committee can add a final 10 minute time block for
any committee member to revisit points on which they seek clarification. This time block is
optional.

Following the completion of the oral examination, the student and advisor are excused from the
room and the student’s performance discussed by the committee. An initial anonymous ballot will
be taken prior to discussion. All members of the examination committee must cast a
passing vote in order for the student to pass the exam. After any discussion the committee will
conduct a final vote. The only allowable outcomes of the exam are pass or fail; a “marginal pass”
or a “conditional pass” dependent on the student completing an assignment is not permissible.
Once voting is complete, the entire committee informs the student and advisor of the results of
the exam.
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